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About The Musical
Based on the hit 2003 film, School of Rock follows Dewey Finn, a failed wannabe rock star who is
down on his luck. After Dewey is kicked out of his band, and threatened with eviction, his fortunes
take a turn for the better when he intercepts a phone call meant for his flatmate, Ned Schneebly.
He quickly decides to make a bit of cash and pose as Ned to take up a supply teaching post at
Horace Green, a prestigious prep school. He is horrified to discover that his straight-laced and
straight-A students haven’t a clue about rock and roll, and he makes it his mission to educate
them. Dewey realizes they are a talented bunch and he decides to mold them into a rock band
and enter the upcoming Battle of the Bands competition. However, he needs to do all of this
away from the prying eyes of the school’s principal, Rosalie Mullins. Along the way, Dewey finds
romance, self-worth, a proper job, and, most importantly, he teaches the children and their
parents the beauty of rock!

About Phoenix Ensemble
Unassumingly nestled within Beenleigh showgrounds, Phoenix Ensemble has been producing
award-winning theatre for over 25 years. From intimate small-cast shows to more elaborate
Broadway-style show stoppers ‘The Tin Shed’ has been a heart of the community for a quarter of a
century and has no plans to stop any time soon!
Phoenix Ensemble presents a unique theatre experience in the Pavilion Theatre or what has
affectionately become known as “The Tin Shed”. This intimate theatre accommodates 99 people
in comfortable raked seating giving every patron an up close and personal experience. Our shows
both rehearse and perform at this theatre, which is located within the Beenleigh Showgrounds,
James Street, Beenleigh, approximately 25 minutes south of Brisbane CBD and 25 minutes north of
the Gold Coast.
Phoenix Ensemble’s aim is to produce an eclectic mix of shows from family favourites to shows
that push the envelope of musical theatre. They have won countless awards and are regularly
nominated in the Gold Coast Arts Palm Awards.
Upon accepting a role with Phoenix Ensemble you will be required to become a financial member
on the first rehearsal ($24, payable only by Credit/Debit Card). At this same time a $25 Cash
Deposit is required for rehearsal materials which will be provided (this is returned during Bump
Out). Membership ensures all participants are covered by our Voluntary Workers Personal Accident
Insurance. You will receive more information upon acceptance. You will be asked to provide very
little else during your time with us as we prefer to let you enjoy your experience!
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About the Creative Team

KADE
O’ROURKE

BENJAMIN
TUBB-HEARNE

Director

Musical Director

After relocating from New South Wales in
2019, Kade made his Brisbane directorial
debut with QMT’s 2019 production of Cats.
His work received acclaimed reviews
and earnt Kade a place as a Finalist in
the Gold Palm Theatre Awards for Best
Director of a Community Theatre Musical.
Proving his diverse talent, Kade went on
to direct Roald Dahl’s The Twits (2020)
with Brisbane Arts Theatre, his first play.
Kade’s previous directorial experience
includes productions of Disney’s The Little
Mermaid (2017), Legally Blonde The Musical
(2016) and Grease (2015). He has also been
involved in productions of The Wizard of
Oz, Into The Woods, Beauty & The Beast,
Chicago, Wicked, Annie and the Australian
national tour of Kinky Boots.
Kade presented his second Roald
Dahl show with his Phoenix Ensemble
directorial debut with ‘Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory’ in 2021.

Benjamin Tubb-Hearne is originally from London,
UK and studied Tenor Horn and Composition at
the Royal Northern College of Music. Aged 22,
Benjamin moved to New York City, where his
Musical Direction journey began at the French
Woods Summer Camp. Here he musically
directed and conducted over 20 shows,
including Annie, A Funny Thing Happened on the
Way to the Forum, Curtains and Sweet Charity.
It was also here that Benjamin found with his
writing partner Ryan Jacobs, where they created
1 hour musical versions of popular movies
for children including Toy Story, Enchanted
and a Bugs Life, as well as creating their own
superhero musical Powers.

Sharing this creative experience with some
of Brisbane’s best, Kade truly feels like
he’s joined the winning band by having Ben
and Jaime at his side for this rock-tastic
production.

In 2014, Benjamin & Ryan’s original full-length
musical ‘Twisted’, a story which follows Little
Blue Riding Hood’s search to find her real family
premièred at the Playhouse Theatre at French
Woods to much acclaim, and it is currently
preparing for a second workshop.

JAIME
O’DONOGHUE
Choreographer

Jaime bloomed when she went to her
first Ballet class at age three. From Ballet
she went on to accumulate into her ever
growing repertoire many genres of dance
such as Jazz, Tap, Contemporary, Hip Hop
and Musical Theatre. She has performed
roles in The Drowsy Chaperone, Anything
Goes and Urinetown. She also played
lead roles in The Boyfriend (Hortense),
Beauty and The Beast (Belle/Babette) and
Legally Blonde the Musical (Serena). Jaime
recently choreographed Mary Poppins and
Curtains at Ormiston College as well as
the World Amateur Premiere of ‘Charlie
and the Chocolate Factory, here at Phoenix
Ensemble. Jaime is delighted to join this
talented Creative Team to bring the School
of Rock to life!

Although Ben is relatively new to Brisbane he
has burst onto the scene Musical Directing
‘The King and I’, ‘Chicago’ & ‘The Boy from Oz’
(Savoyards), ‘Dirty Rotten Scoundrels’, ‘La Cage
Aux Follies’, ‘Big Fish’, ‘Young Frankenstein’,
‘Beauty and the Beast’, ‘Little Miss Sunshine’,
‘Kinky Boots’ and ‘Charlie and the Chocolate
Factory. (Phoenix Ensemble).
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MEET THE KIDS!
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THE ADULTS
All auditionees should present with
AMERICAN accents. Even if you don’t think
yours is amazing, do your best!

We are an amateur company. No roles are paid.
Phoenix Ensemble is strongly committed to the diversity of our
performers. At Horace Green, all students are welcome, and we
thoroughly encourage performers of all ethnicities, cultures and
genders. Phoenix Ensemble is a safe space.

DEWEY FINN

Dewey is a struggling rockstar who is kicked out of his band at the beginning of the show. In need of money, he
impersonates Ned Schneebly and gets a substitute teacher job at the Horace Green School, where he founds the
band School of Rock with the students, who are musical prodigies. Dewey is wild, desperate, naive, dull-witted, and
somewhat more childish than his students. Despite his off the cuff nature, Dewey is passionate, caring and is a
character audiences need to root for. We are looking for a versatile performer who is comfortable not only acting a
fool on stage, but who can also show emotional vulnerability to ensure the character has heart and grounding. (Playing
age of early 30’s).

ROSALIE MULLINS

Rosalie is the principal of Horace Green, and is very uptight and traditional at school. However, she feels an intense
amount of pressure from work, which is what causes her to be so high strung. She has a secret love of rock and roll
music and longs to be as carefree as she once was. We are looking for a performer who can flawlessly navigate the
two sides of Rosalie’s character, ensuring she is likeable despite her uptight nature. (Playing age of early 30’s)

NED SCHNEEBLY

Dewey’s longtime friend, former bandmate and current roommate. Ned is very easily manipulated and tends to let
people walk all over him—especially his girlfriend, Patty. He still loves rock and roll music but is held down by Patty.
He is a substitute teacher and is impersonated by Dewey at Horace Green. Performing the role of Ned requires the
ability to come across as reserved and soft spoken during the beginning of the show, however, we are also looking for
someone who can unleash their inner rockstar towards the end of the show. (Playing age of late 20’s to early 30’s)

PATTI DI MARCO

Ned’s girlfriend. She is very demanding and domineering and doesn’t let Ned make any decisions for himself. She
hates Dewey and wants him out of the apartment and out of her and Ned’s lives. For the role of Patty, we are looking
for a performer who can find a more relatable side to Patty’s emotions and anger, rather than the often abrasive tone
as it is written. (Playing age of mid 20’s)

Ensemble

We are looking for 10 adult ensemble members with playing ages of 30 and above. All ensemble members will have
speaking lines with a general American accent required. Ensemble members will each perform multiple tracks within
the show including a parent track, a teacher track and a rock band track. Strong vocal and acting ability required, with
standard movement/dance ability desired.
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AUDITION REQUIREMENTS
ALL AUDITIONEES
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

For this show there will be no ensemble call. All auditions will be private.
By appointment only; individual 15 minute private sessions.
Prepare two contrasting songs in the style of the show. One must be rock if you are going for Dewey or Ned.
Do not sing a song from the show.
No piano accompaniment will be provided. Please bring a backing track on USB or on an AUX cord compatible
device. If you have new iPhone do not forget the Lightning to Audio Jack dongle.
You may be required to read during your individual private audition. Sides are provided in this document.
There is a dance video that has been created for this audition. This can be found on our website. We will expect
this to be learned before the audition.
Please bring a Colour headshot (minimum size 10cm X 15 cm). Non-returnable.
Bring your audition form, completed in full and listing ALL clashes with the ‘School of Rock’ Calendar (supplied in
this document).
Bring/wear appropriate dance shoes (jazz/chorus or similar if you have them) and wear clothes you can move in.
Do not wear thongs.
We will expect you to be warmed up both vocally and physically.

Callbacks & Offers
•
•
•
•

If you are offered a callback, you will be required to learn a musical excerpt from the show.
All offers of callbacks will be advised by telephone at the end of the audition period and any additional
material will be available for download online.
All auditionees will be notified via email or phone of their offer or otherwise at the completion of the
audition process.
Dewey Finns will definitely be required at Call backs as they will have to interact with our 14 wonderful kids.

Call backs will be on SUNDAY OCTOBER 17 from 7.00pm.

HOW TO BOOK YOUR AUDITION

We’re running a ‘book your own audition’ system for this show, so you are able to book your own time slot for this show.
Please visit www.phoenixensemble.com.au and click the AUDITION tab at the top. This will take you to the interface to
book your own slow.
If you have any issues please email: auditions@phoenixensemble.com.au and we will gladly help you through the process.
DO NOT EMAIL admin@phoenixensemble.com.au, please ensure you email our auditions@ email address for the quickest
response.
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1. CHECK THE CALENDAR

Please check the ‘SCHOOL OF ROCK’ Calendar for conflicts. Only limited absences in rehearsals will be
accommodated as our rehearsal process is short and our cast is relatively small. These must be recorded on
your audition form to allow us to prepare rehearsal schedules productively. Please discuss any concerns with
us when you book your audition.

2. BOOK YOUR AUDITION

We’re running a ‘book your own audition’ system for this show, so you are able to book your own time slot for
this show. Please visit www.phoenixensemble.com.au and click the AUDITION tab at the top. This will take you to
the interface to book your own slow.
If you have any issues please email: auditions@phoenixensemble.com.au and we will gladly help you through
the process.
DO NOT EMAIL admin@phoenixensemble.com.au, please ensure you email our auditions@ email address for the
quickest response.

3. CHECK IMPORTANT DATES, TIMES & VENUES
SCHOOL OF ROCK ADULT CALLBACKS
SUNDAY OCTOBER 17th. 7pm - 9pm. Beenleigh Showgrounds. Kids will be required to interact
with potential Dewey Finns at the Adult Callbacks.
REHEARSALS
Regular rehearsals commence Monday 1st November. Regular rehearsal times will be Monday (7pm - 9.30pm), Wednesday (7pm - 9.30pm) and Sunday (1 - 6pm). All rehearsals will be
conducted within ‘The Tin Shed’ - the same space as our performances.
It is expected you attend at all required rehearsals unless given adequate prior notice.
Last rehearsal before Christmas will be Monday 20th December. First reherasal back after
the holidays will be Sunday 2nd January.
PERFORMANCES
Friday February 4 @ 7.30pm
Saturday February 5 @ 2pm [potential extra show]
Saturday February 5 @ 7.30pm
Friday February 11 @ 7.30pm
Saturday February 12 @ 2pm [potential extra show]
Saturday February 12 @ 7.30pm
Friday February 18 @ 7.30pm
Saturday February 19 @ 2pm [potential extra show]
Saturday February 19 @ 7.30pm
Friday February 25 @ 7.30pm
Saturday February 26 @ 2pm
Saturday February 26 @ 7.30pm
Sunday February 27 @ 9am - BUMP OUT

‘SCHOOL OF ROCK’ Big Kids Audition Form
Please complete this form IN FULL and present it, to the Audition co-ordinator when you arrive at the ‘Tin Shed’. Please
staple your performance history and colour 10x15cm headshot to this form. If under 18 years old, form must be filled in
and signed by a parenet or guardian.
Personal Information (this will not be passed to any third parties - it is for our use only)
Name:
Address:									Postcode:
Mobile:					Email Address:
I acknowledge that, if I am cast in this show, I will be photographed and filmed as part of the promotional aspects of
the production. I give consent for my image & voice to be used in all Phoenix Ensemble media and release all copyright
to Phoenix Ensemble.
Signature:						Date:
Your vocal range:					

DOB:			

Height:

Your dance styles:
AUDITIONING FOR (please tick - multiple if required) for
Dewey Finn

Featured
Ensemble

Ned Schneebly

No Vacancy
Lead Singer

Rosalie Mullins

I am willing to be cast in another role.

YES

NO

I am willing to be cast in the Ensemble

YES

NO

Patti DiMarco

Phoenix Ensemble understands that unexpected commitments may arise during the production and will make every
effort to accommodate them but the company expects a high level of commitment from all cast members.
Please list all dates you are unavailable:

Phoenix Ensemble Use Only
Casting Offer:
Final Casting Communicated via:			phone				email
Notes:

PERFORMANCE HISTORY

Please list your most most recent performances.
Alternatively please attach your most up-to-date performance CV.
Name:						

Mobile #:

PERFORMANCE HISTORY (beginning with most recent please)
Production

Role

RELEVANT TRAINING
VOICE / MUSIC (LIST ANY MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS YOU PLAY IF YOU CAN!)

DANCE (LIST STYLES AND ABILITY, I.E. BEGINNER / INT. / ADVANCED)

OTHER SKILLS YOU MAY HAVE - JUGGLING, MIME, ACCENTS, ETC.

Theatre Company / Year

DEWEY READ #1
DEWEY- Who’s got some food?
SUMMER-We’re discouraged from bringing unauthorized food into the building.
DEWEY- Nobody’s going to get in any trouble. I’m hungry. You. I know you’ve got food.
LAWRENCE- I have a cereal bar.
DEWEY- Give it here. (Takes a bite, clearly doesn’t like it.) What is this? Don’t you have any real
food?
LAWRENCE- Real food?
DEWEY- A burger! A pizza! What’s the matter with you?
LAWRENCE- I’m gluten intolerant.
DEWEY - Oh God! You! What’s your name?
FREDDY - Freddy Ham –
DEWEY - Get up here, Freddy Mercury. You got any money?
FREDDY - I have ten dollars.
DEWEY- Great. Now I want you to go out and get me a meatball sub with extra cheese and a
large Diet Coke.
SUMMER- Mr. Schneebly, we can’t leave the school.
DEWEY - Ever?
SUMMER- Not until the final bell.
DEWEY - OK. Here’s the deal. I’ve got a hang-over. Who knows what that is?
LAWRENCE- Does it mean you’re drunk?
DEWEY- No. It means I was drunk yesterday.
ZACK- It means you’re an alcoholic.
DEWEY - (Sarcastic laugh)Alcoholic. What’s your name?
ZACK - Zack Mooneyham.
DEWEY - Well, shut up, Zack Mooneyham. The point is, today you can just chill out. We’ll start
on the teaching rubbish tomorrow. Take recess. Have fun. Leave me alone.

DEWEY READ #2
OK. OK. Everybody sit down, I will explain everything. Welcome to Parents’ Night!
Hello, I am Ned Schneebly, Mrs. Dunham’s substitute. Look. Over the last few weeks I’ve gotten
to know your kids. Your kids. Zack. You say that he isn’t smart. Are you crazy? He’s an incredible
guitarist and mind. You should hear him play. He’s the next Hendrix. Freddy and Katie can jam
with the best of them. But more importantly, since they picked up these instruments, they have
grown so much. I’ve seen it! They’re great, great kids.
(To Mrs.Turner) You! You say Lawrence plays keyboards all day. Well why shouldn’t he?! He’s insane! He’s going to go down in the rock record books. Marcy and Shonelle have the voices of
angels. I worship every note that comes out of their mouths. And Tomika? Tomika is a star. And
don’t even get me started on Summer. Summer will be the first woman President of the United
States.
The truth is, they are all really cool kids. If they were mine, I’d be so proud. I am proud.

ROSALIE MULLINS READ #1
ROSALIE
Deliveries are out back.
DEWEY
No, Hi. I’m Ned Schneebly. The substitute?
ROSALIE
You’re very late Mr. Schneebly... Never mind, you’re here now. Principal Rosalie Mullins, we spoke
on the phone.
DEWEY
Sure. First things first: is there any chance of being paid up front?
ROSALIE
What?
DEWEY
It’d be really great if I could be paid now. In cash.
ROSALIE
We don’t do that.
DEWEY
If you say so, but no checks made out to Ned Schneebly, OK? Everything made out to cash. Tax
purposes.
ROSALIE
You can discuss that with Candace in administration at the end of the day. (Dewey raises his
hand) Mr.Schneebly?
DEWEY
When is the end of the day?
ROSALIE
The school hours are from eight forty-five to three.
DEWEY
Can I duck out a little early? I had a few last night and my head is like pounding. That’s if you
don’t mind.
ROSALIE
I mind.
DEWEY Cool.
ROSALIE
Mr Schneebly, perhaps you’re not familiar with this kind of institution. Let me explain something
to you.

ROSALIE MULLINS READ #2
[Dewey goes to the jukebox. Edge of Seventeen begins playing.]
ROSALIE
You know this is the first time a teacher has ever asked me to do something outside of school.
DEWEY
Really?
ROSALIE
It’s true. Not in sixyears.
DEWEY
I bet they’re just intimidated.
ROSALIE
It’s not that. They hate me.
DEWEY
They do not.
(Rosalie, enraptured by the song,finds moments to sing along through the following)
ROSALIE Yes,they do OOH OOH. You know, I was fun once. Funny even. But you can’t be funny
and a Principal because when it comes to their kids, people have nooo sense of humour.
DEWEY
You’d think that’s when it matters the most.
ROSALIE
I know, but NOTHING ELSE MATTERS! But I’ve got to be perfect. And –I’m not kidding –that pressure has turned me into... Well, you know what it’s turned me into. I love this song!
DEWEY
Wait. You love Stevie Nicks?
ROSALIE
I love Stevie Nicks! (sings) Eyes on him...SEVENTEEN!
DEWEY
It’s like a religion for me.

NED SCHNEEBLY READ
NED
Do we have to do this now?
PATTY
Yes, he’s trashed the house again, I’m sick of it!
NED
He’s lived here a long time.
PATTY
What does that mean? He’s been here longer than me so I matter less?
NED
No, Patty-cake, of course not, it’s just –we went to High School together, we were in a band
together. He’s my best friend.
PATTY
He’s not your friend. He’s a freeloader, Ned, and he never pays rent. He takes advantage of
you. He’s rude to me, and it’s time he paid some rent!
NED
Waking him up in the morning is a bad idea. It’s like using a beehive as a piñata –it’s dangerous!
PATTY
You can’t live your life letting people push you around. Go! Do it!
DEWEY(Talking in his sleep)
Yes, I understand guacamole is two dollars extra...
NED
Dewey. Dewey? Dewey!

PATTI DI MARCO READ
NED - Dewey. Dewey? Dewey!
PATTY - Wake up, Dewey! Time to get up! (She rips the covers off Dewey. He stumbles out of
bed with a start.)
DEWEY - Patty! What do you want?
PATTY - The rent.
DEWEY - You woke me up for that?
PATTY - Yes,we woke you up for that!!
DEWEY - I am so sick and tired of being the guy everyone comes to for the money I owe them.
PATTY - Well, sorry to disturb your beauty sleep, but we’re going to work now, Dewey. You see
wework. I serve the Mayor of this city –the whole city –and Ned... Ned has the most important
job there is!
DEWEY - Temping?
PATTY- Teaching! A substitute teacher is not a temp!
DEWEY - He’s a babysitter.
NED - I’d like to see you try it!
DEWEY - Sweet comeback, bro.
PATTY - I don’t care what you think of us, Dewey. Pay some rent!
DEWEY - Tell her, Ned! The Battle of the Bands is in three weeks! I need every penny I make!
PATTY - So do we! And you know what? It belongs to us! Why don’t you sell that stupid guitar?
DEWEY(Lunging for guitar) - Noooo! Would you ask Picasso to sell his guitar?
PATTY - Oh my God, you’re an idiot.
DEWEY - Ned? Help me here. You can’t have forgotten what I’m playing for. What’s happened to
you? You used to be a blood sucking, cross-dressing incubus from Maggot Death!
NED - That’s not who I am anymore
PATTY - He’s moved on, Dewey. It’s called “growing up”! You should try it.

ENSEMBLE READ (read as Gabe Brown)
GABE BROWN
Mr Schneebly! So what do youthink of our school, Mr Schneebly? Am I saying it right, Schneeeeebly?
DEWEY
Actually, it’s Schnay-blay.
GABE BROWN
How’s it going? Are you settling in all right?
DEWEY
You know what they say. In marriage or teaching, the first month is the hardest. (The teachers
laugh.)
GABE BROWN
We were discussing testing. Which test do you prefer? The Tass or the Wilson-Bennet?
DEWEY
I say no testing.
GABE BROWN
No testing?
DEWEY
None at all, and I’ll tell you why, Joe.
GABE BROWN
Gabe.
DEWEY
Gabe. I believe the children are our future. Teach them well but let them lead the way.

